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                                                            Christmas Eve 
 

 

Christmas Eve at Home 

 

It must be so that the grown-ups may 

devote themselves with a quiet mind, 

unhindered by any commotion, to these 

great mysteries of the Holy Night, that in 

most Catholic countries the giving of gifts 

has been advanced to Christmas Eve. 

 

Christmas Eve is an appropriate time for 

the exchange of gifts, after the Christ-

Child has been placed in the manger, and 

the special prayers before the crib — and 

a round of Christmas carols — are over. 

If the gifts are given out before the 

Midnight Mass, the children can 

concentrate more easily on the great 

mystery which is celebrated, when the 

Greatest Gift is given to all alike, even 

those who have received no material 

expression of Christmas love. And then, 

too, Christmas Day with its two 

additional Masses can be devoted more to 

the contemplation of the Christmas 

mystery and the demands of Christmas 

hospitality. 

 

The opening of the eternal gates through 

which the King of Glory may enter is 

indicated by the wreath on the door of our 

homes at Christmastide. The Advent 

wreath, which accompanied the family 

throughout the season of preparation may 

be taken down. The violet ribbons are 

removed, and it is gloriously decorated 

with white and gold. It is then placed 

upon the door as a symbol of the 

welcome of Christ into our city, our home 

and our hearts. On Christmas Eve the 

whole house should be strewn with 

garlands and made ready for the Light of 

the World. The crib is set in a special 

place of honor, for tonight the central 

figure of the Nativity scene is to arrive. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve at Church 

 

The entire liturgy of Christmas 

Eve is consecrated to the 

anticipation of the certain and 

sure arrival of the Savior: "Today 

you shall know that the Lord shall 

come and tomorrow you shall see 

His glory" (Invitatory of Matins 

for the Vigil of the Nativity). 

Throughout Advent we have seen 

how the preparation for Jesus' 

coming became more and more 

precise. Isaiah, John the Baptist 

and the Virgin Mother appeared 

throughout the season announcing 

and foretelling the coming of the 

King. We learn today that Christ 

according to His human nature is 

born at Bethlehem of the House 

of David of the Virgin Mary, and 

that according to His divine 

nature He is conceived of the 

Spirit of holiness, the Son of God 

and the Second Person of the 

Trinity. 

 

The certitude of His coming is 

made clear in two images. The 

first is that of the closed gate of 

paradise. Since our first parents 

were cast forth from the earthly 

paradise the gate has been closed 

and a cherubim stands guard with 

flaming sword. The Redeemer 

alone is able to open this door and 

enter in. On Christmas Eve we 

stand before the gate of paradise, 

and it is for this reason that Psalm 

23 is the theme of the vigil: 

 

 Lift up your gates, O 

princes, 

 Open wide, eternal gates, 

 That the King of Glory 

may enter in. . . . 

 

 

Collection 

December 17, 2022 

 
Envelopes $95.00 

Loose $20.00 

Donation $100.00 

 $215.00 

 

 

 

NOTICES:  

 

1: Thank You: Thank you to all 

the people who helped decorate 

that church, many hands made 

light work.  

 

2: Thank You: Thank you to the 

MacNeil family for once again 

providing the beautiful wreaths, 

for the church. 
 

3: HGA: Parishioners of Holy 

Guardian Angels Parish in 

L'Ardoise invite friends and 

families to join us as we 

commence celebrations for our 

200th birthday on Sunday, 

January 8th. Beginning at 3:00 

P.M we will celebrate eucharist 

followed by a reception at the 

L'Ardoise Community Centre. 

Our theme banner will be 

unveiled along with a display of 

over 60 family banners. Everyone 

is welcome. 

 

4: Rev. J. Yake and the parish 

staff: Laureen Burke 

(bookkeeper) and Mary 

Sutherland (secretary) wish all our 

parishes’ families a blessed, 

peace-filled Christmas and good 

health in the New Year, 2023. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 


