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prophecies in the Old Testament, but 

that this kingdom would be spiritual, 

not political, was not grasped by most 

of Christ's contemporaries including 

the Apostles. 

 

Jesus, knowing that his Apostles still 

had this wrong idea, was gentle with 

James and John. He took this 

opportunity to tell them that he would 

set up a glorious kingdom but that his 

sufferings and death would be a 

necessary prelude to its establishment. 

He had already referred to his 

sufferings and death three times, but 

the mention fell on deaf ears. Their 

argument was: how could he suffer 

death when he has still to establish his 

earthly kingdom? The truth in fact was 

that it was by means of his sufferings 

and death that he would establish his 

glorious kingdom. He challenged the 

two Apostles then to know if they 

were willing to pay the price for a high 

place in his glorious kingdom: were 

they prepared to follow him through 

suffering and death? He accepted their 

affirmation, knowing it to be true, but 

told them their position of honor 

depended on his Father's decision. 

Once they realized the nature of his 

glorious kingdom they would be the 

last to look for positions of honor in it. 

 

While no Christian today thinks that 

Christ came on earth in order to make 

us wealthy, happy and prosperous 

during our few years on earth, there 

are, unfortunately, many Christians 

who are unwilling to accept Christ's 

teaching that the way to heavenly 

glory is the way of the cross. "All this 

and heaven too" is their motto. It 

would, of course, be marvelous if all 

our days on earth were days of peace, 

happiness and prosperity to be 

followed by eternal happiness when 

we "shuffle off this mortal coil." But 

any man who has the use of reason 

sees that our world is inhabited by 

weak, sin-inclined and usually sinful 

mortals, himself included-weak 

mortals who can and do disturb the 

peace and harmony that could 

The First Reading is taken from 

the Book of the Prophet Isaiah, 

53:10-11, and is the conclusion of 

the fourth Suffering Servant Song; 

Christ's divine gifts become our 

means to salvation. 

 

The Second Reading is from the 

Letter to the Hebrews 4:14-16 and 

discusses how Christ, our high 

priest, is greater than the priests of 

the Mosaic Law. Our confidence is 

based on Christ's high priesthood. 

He is the perfect priest because He 

is merciful and compassionate. As 

man, He has experienced the 

sufferings that affect us, although 

He was free from sin. Since He 

knows our weaknesses so well, He 

can give us the help we need, and 

when He comes to judge us, He 

will take that weakness into 

account. We should respond to the 

Lord's goodness by staying true to 

our profession of faith. A Christian 

needs to live up to all the demands 

of his calling; he should be single-

minded and free from doubts. 

 
The Gospel is from St. Mark, 

10:35-45. Our own natural 

inclination most likely would be to 

react like the other ten Apostles 

and become vexed with James and 

John and to tell them what we 

thought of their selfish worldly 

ambitions. However, our Lord's 

gentle answer: "you do not know 

what you are asking" shows us that 

ignorance of the nature of the 

kingdom he was going to set up, 

was the cause of their very human 

ambitions. They, with the other 

Apostles, had still the common 

Jewish idea of the messianic 

kingdom. They thought the 

Messiah—and they were now 

convinced that Jesus was the 

promised Messiah—would set up a 

political kingdom in Palestine, 

oust the pagan Romans and 

eventually extend his kingdom to 

all nations. That this kingdom he 

would set up would be universal, 

extending to all nations, was 

indicated in almost all the 

messianic 

regulate our mortal lives. There are 

"accidents" on our roads and 

highways every day of the year, 

frequently causing death or grave 

injury to hundreds. The rules of the 

road, if kept by all, would prevent 

ninety-nine percent of such 

accidents—the other one percent 

are caused by mechanical failure. 

Would any man be so naive as to 

expect that we could have even one 

day free from car accidents? 

 

Because man has a free-will, he is 

liable to abuse it by choosing what 

is sinful and wrong. Most of the 

crosses and trials we meet in life 

are caused by violations—by 

ourselves and others—of the rules 

of life and the laws of charity and 

justice. To prevent this abuse of 

free-will, God would have to 

deprive men of that essential gift 

which, with his intellect, makes 

him a man. Likewise, we could 

prevent all road accidents by 

removing the steering wheels from 

cars but then we would have no 

cars. Let us face the fact, almost all 

the hardships and sufferings which 

we have to bear in life, are caused 

by the unjust and uncharitable 

actions of our fellowmen and even 

God himself, following his own 

wise pattern of life for men on 

earth, cannot prevent such evil 

actions. 

 

Would God want to prevent all 

such injustices and all this 

inhumanity of man toward his 

fellowman? Not that he approves of 

it, much less causes it, but can he 

not have a purpose in permitting it? 

How would we, his children on 

earth, earn heaven if this world 

were an earthly paradise? What 

loving father would keep his 

children from school because they 

found it a hardship, and when they 

could be so happy playing at home 

all day and every day? School is 

absolutely necessary for those 

children's future, and it is because 

fathers are truly kind to their  
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children that they compel them to undergo this temporary hardship. God is the kindest of fathers. He wants us 

all in heaven. He has mapped out the road which will lead us there. He allows these hardships to come our way 

so that we can prepare for our real future life. 

 

With James and John, let us tell our divine Lord that we are ready to follow him on the path to Calvary; that we 

are ready to drink the cup of sufferings which he drank and to be immersed in the sorrows which he endured. 

He went through all of this for us; we are doing it for our own sakes. He carried the real cross—ours is light 

when compared with his; furthermore, he will help us to bear our daily trial and struggles. How could any 

Christian become weary and fainthearted when he has Christ helping him on the road? 

 

--Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M. 

 

 

Collection:  

Oct 09/21  

Envelops $160.00 

Loose $25.00 

 $185.00 

 

Notices:  
 

1: On this tenth anniversary of the Diaconate in the Diocese of Antigonish deacons will be preaching in 

parishes throughout the months of September and October. Rev. Mr. Berkley Guthro will be preaching in all Fr. 

Yake’s parishes on the weekend of October 16-17. 

 

2: Turkey Soup Take-out: Saturday October 16
th

 Pick up time is 4:45pm. 

 

3: The Annual General Meeting of the Johnstown Community Development Co-operative will take place on 

Sunday, November 7, 2021 at 7:00 p.m. at the Johnstown Parish Hall, Johnstown, NS.  

Betty MacNeil, Secretary, JCDC Ltd. 

 

4: Christmas Merchandise Bingo: Sunday November 14: Time: 2:00 pm. No canteen will be provided. 

Covid19 restrictions will be followed including proof of vaccination. The bingo will be held at the Parish Hall 

 

5: In remembrance of our loved ones: November is the month of remembering those who have died. It is 

customary in our parish to remember our loved ones who have died since November of the previous year. 

Consequently, there will be a candle light service of remembrance on the Saturday mass on November 6th.  As 

the names are read, a family member will be invited to come to the candle stand to light a candle. Those to be 

remembered can include parishioners who have died during the year, relatives of parishioners whose burials 

took place in other parishes or relatives of people who were buried in Johnstown. Please call or email Louise at 

902-535-3107/ louise.campbell@stpeterscable.com. 

 

NEW COVID19 Rules – as per Bishop Kirpatrick’s updates (I only took part of the updates to print here) 

 

Most, but not all restrictions are lifted, although some remain in place: 

 
o masks will continue to be mandatory for indoor public places 
o the physical distancing requirement will be lifted 
o the gathering limits for our church services will be lifted 
o contact tracing will not be required, except for weddings and funerals since these faith gatherings may bring in 

people from outside our territory 
o our Church services are deemed to be essential by the government 

proof of full vaccination will be required for non-essential events and activities 
 
Unfortunately, any activities held by our churches other than daily or weekly Mass will be subject to the POV, the proof 
of vaccine policy.  For organized parish activities, the gathering limits will be lifted but the POV policy will apply. 

 
If it is a regular group with the same people, then proof of vaccination can be obtained once and does not need to be 
done each time this same group meets.  

 
There are no restrictions on singing but congregations will be required to remain masked.  We need to re-introduce all 
aspects of our Eucharistic Liturgy slowly and carefully.  We want to welcome back our people and assure them that we 
are gradually and safely re-opening. 
Dr. Robert Strang, Nova Scotia’s Chief Medical Officer of Health, has confirmed that ” proof of vaccination is required for 
indoor and outdoor wedding ceremonies and funerals (including receptions and visitation) that are hosted by a business 
or organization. This includes those held in a church, temple, synagogue, mosque.” 
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