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judgment seat? Their utter futility will then be apparent in all its nakedness.

However, we are still on earth, and while we are the door of God's mercy is wide open to us. If in the past we said, "I will not go into your vineyard", we still have time to reverse that sinful decision. Not only can we with God's grace turn over a new leaf, but we can completely wipe out the sinful pages of our life's story written up to now. Remember that what God in His mercy did for the tax-collectors and harlots in the parable, the Matthews, the Mary Magdalenes, the Augustines, the Margarets of Cortona, the Matt Talbots and the millions of unknown penitents who are now saints in heaven He can also do for you.

We answered the call to God's vineyard by accepting baptism and membership of His Church. If we have grown lax in our fervor and refused to do the tasks allotted to us, we still have time, thanks to God's mercy and patience, to put things right. Today, look into your conscience and see how much of your past life you have given to God and how much you have kept for yourself. If you were called tonight to render an account to the Lord, would the balance sheet be in your favor? Is your corner of the vineyard producing abundant crops, or is it perhaps filling up with weeds, briers and brambles? If the latter, then we will say a heartfelt "Thank you, God, for not calling us to judgment today. We will begin right now to understand our sinful past, so that our corner of your vineyard will be in good order when you do call us. Thank you, Lord, for your mercy. God grant that we shall never abuse it."

Excerpted from The Sunday Readings by Fr. Kevin O'Sullivan, O.F.M.




Office of the Bishop:
Due to the COVID_19 pandemic and the restrictions faced by our churches, several Special Collections have been affected:
The Special Collections for Development and Peace. Collection for the Holy Land and Collection for Pope’s Pastoral Works are now rescheduled for the fall.
Here are the new dates for these collections:
October 4 Memorial of St. Francis of Assisi: Pope’s Pastoral Works (deferred from the sixth Sunday of Easter). This special collection is in support of the Holy Father’s apostolic ministry to the Universal Church. This special collection is traditionally reserved to help support Christian holy place and pilgrimage facilities.
November 15, World Day of the Poor: Development and Peace
Development and Peace’s theme for the fall will be “COVID-19: Recovering Together.” They will be featuring stories of projects that have already been initiated to help people in the Global South respond to the pandemic. For example: to feed their families, many Haitian tradeswomen, known as “madam sara” in Creole, buy produce in rural areas and travel to cities to sell it. The wide travel and close interactions that their trade requires places the madam sara at an elevated risk of catching and transmitting the virus. DPCC is helping Caritas Haiti provide food aid and pandemic prevention and care information to these women and their communities.













September 26th, 2020

Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
The first reading is taken from the Book of the Prophet Ezekiel 18:25-28. A notion very prevalent among the Jews, all through their history, was that the sins of parents were punished in their children. Ezekiel tells his audience that each man is responsible for his own sins. As each man has a free will, the good man may foolishly turn to sin, and likewise, the sinner may repent and live a good life.

The second reading is from the Letter of St. Paul to the Philippians 2:1-5. St. Paul is urging his new converts to live in unity of love and mutual charity. Each one must esteem his neighbor as of more importance than himself and help him in every way. In doing this, they are only imitating their Savior Christ Jesus who although Creator became a creature, though Master He made Himself a slave—all for love of us.
The Gospel is from St. Matthew 21:28-32. This parable was primarily intended to show up the hypocrisy of the chief priests and elders of the Jews, and the perilous position in which they stood in relation to God and heaven. It is, however, a warning against hypocrisy for all time. Lip service of God will not merit heaven. Nominal Christians are not working in the Lord's vineyard. At any moment they may be called from this life, and what defense can they offer the just judge? Will they dare to offer the flimsy excuses with which they try to silence their consciences now: "we didn't realize how sinful we were"; "we were too occupied with family and personal cares to have time for our spiritual duties"; "we were led astray by bad example"; "we didn't like to be different from others"; "we were going to put things right"? Who will dare to offer such excuses at the
Collection: Sept 19th, 2020
	Envelopes
	$425.00

	Loose
	$5.00

	
	$430.00



Notices:
1: Tickets on a quilt: The tickets are out on the quilt. You can purchase tickets from any member of the Sacred Heart Ladies Group, or etransfer money to Louise Campbell, by sending her a message on Facebook.


2: Sewing /Knitting/Crafting  Fall 2020
We will once again get together each Thursday afternoon 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm for the months of October and November, starting on October 1. This year we will be meeting in the Johnstown Parish Hall.  I am asking participants pay $10/month to offset the cost of heating the hall during our time there.

Please wear your face mask and use the hand sanitizer when you enter the hall. There is enough room for us to physically distance once we are settled in and you will only need to wear your mask at times that you can't physically distance, although you are welcome to wear it all the times of you chose.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Everyone welcome. Please let me know if you plan to attend so I can be sure to set up for the expected number. Looking forward to our Thursday afternoons. 

Rita Campbell, camprita@gmail.com, 902-631-0209


3: Homemade Soup and Biscuit Take-out (Tentative)
Saturday October 24th
Time: 4:45 pm 
Pick up at the Johnstown Parish Hall
Cost: $10.00 each
Sponsored by Sacred Heart Ladies Group
More information to follow
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